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Overtures, 


Right Honour able : 


Peng to your commands, I do here preſent 
your 


ſhips with a briefe Narrative of the 
Lord Chancellor Bacoxs diretions ro my 
ſelfe, for the management of his Minerall expe- 
riments, in caſe bis own death ſhould ſtop his 
intended progreſle therin, befcre he could practi- 
cally diſcoyer the trne generation, and ſpreading 
qualities of Mines Royall , I being then his Meniall Servant. 
King JAMES having already promiſed to grant his Lordſhip 
all kis own diſcoveries of Mines Royall , and alſo of any drowned 
Lands, or deſerted Works by him to be recovered within the ſpace 
- of 4o. yeers, paying him the fifch according to the uſuall cuſtome of 
| the King of Spain,in his Mines of the Weſl Indies,and of other Prin- 
ces, after the expiration of 14-yeers firk granted gratis rowards the 
| great charge of his new invention, te facilitate the obtaining the 
| Minerall riches of this Land , occalioned by a learned Speech his 
| Lordſhip had lately made to his Majeſty: Count Gunramore, 
| and divers of the Nebility being preſent, concerning the riſe, and 
- magnificentgrowth of the China Trade, wherein by a perfect de- 
| monſtration, he made it appear, that the invention of one man ( by 
| bis helping the defeRts of nature, with the materials of Art, and the 
| patience of three ages induſtry to bring its concoftion to perfeRi- 
| on) became the great Revenue of that Empire , and hath been for 
this thouſand years the only honour of that people , aſwell as the 
© livelihood of their patrmmony ; in which he ſeriouſly proteſted, 
that his utmoſt ambition in the affairs of this world affcAted no grea- 
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ter glory, then to leave the reall truits of his beft ſervice to his Sove- 
raign, honour to his name, his written works to poſterity , and by 
ſuch treaſures as his own induſtry ſhould raife out of his Minerall 
experimen.s to accompliſh the noble deſign and fabrick of his Solo» 
mens houſe, deſcribed in his Naturall HiRory, fince the corporation 
of the Mines Royall, inſtituted by his Majeſty , eonfiſting of Lords 
anJGentlemen of quality , produced but weake, or very fmall ad- 
vantages to his Majecſties Revenue, or the publick good, although his 
Lordſhip did then really believe it very poſſible for himſclfe (if 
quilified thereto by his Majeſties power) to bring it ſo to paſſe in 
one age, that the barreneſt mountains in thisnation odnce 
ſach ſtore of treaſure by their beds of mettle that this State ſhonld 
not need to envy the King of Spains felty in his Potos'ts, or 
any other his ſilver Miacs in America ; and thereupon by way of fi- 
militude added this, that as a State, whoſe preſent dimentiens were 
but ſmall, might happily ſerve as a foundation for an ample Monar- 
chy, if all regard of private propriety were hatd aſide, and every 
member thereof would diligently devote his particular care to the 
publick benefit : even ſo it might happen in the advancement of the 
difcoyeriegof thoſe Minerall riches ſuppoſed to lic hid in the boſoms 
of the moſt barren Mountains, when the whole induſtry of the mz» 
ny ſeverall perſons imployed in that work ſhould be concentrick in 
that ſervice, and a as the united faculties of one man, their hearts 
being free from all ends and ambitious thoughts, ſave ſuch as condu- 
ced to Gods glory and the common good. But ſo ſoon as his Lord- 
ſhip had vouchſafed to acquaint me concerning his preceedings 
with his Majeſty in this affaire , he bad me call to mind the many 
fatherly. favours, which he had conferred upon me as pious motives 
toretard my unripe years from hazardous travels in forraign parts; 
I having profefed to his Lordſhip , that I cenld not with any con- 
tent reſolve to live in my native Countrey , ſince I firft underſtood 
that yonger Brothers by the Law of the Land, were but to 
havelictle ſhare in their fathers inheritance, but that they were by 
the wayes of vertue and induſtry, by the aſfiſtance of the ors ane 
bounty, to acquire ſuch fortunes as primogeniture had'conferred 
upon their elder brothers , or otherwiſe to live in an inferionror 
ſervile condition , and then inſtanced his acceptance of me for his 


ſervant. 


ſervant at fifteen years of age upon mine own addreffe, his clearing 
all mydebes chree ſeverall times, with no ſmall ſams, his preferring 
me mn marriage to a rich inhericrix , and thereuport allowing me 
400 pounds per avnam to ballance the conſent of her Fathict in the 
match; ſaying, that if thoſe reall expreſſions of his love could bn 
find the due retalliation of my gratitude, he might then aflure him- 
ſelfe of the hoped harveſt of two lives in one ; inferring, that al- 
thongh fathers are bound to provide for their children , and worſe 
then Infidels if they do not , yet there is no ſuch injunRion upon 
Maſters in relation to their feryants ; and therefore where a Maſters 
pious bounty tranſcends a Fathers naturall love, there that ſo obli- 
ged ſervant muſt appear moſt prodigiouſly ingratefull, which ſha!l 
not with mnch zcale and faithfulneſs diſcharge the duty of a furvi- 
ving truſt , ſeriouſly adding this: PusHBL 1, I maſtnow uſe you 
my intended inftrament, in the proſecution of my Minerall defigns, 
as politick Princes do their neareſt ſervants in their Cabinet Coun- 
ſcls, who patting their maſters conceptions into a, if they rake 
well with the people, muſt own no more of them then the zpproba- 
tion thereof, ' and the ad airation of their Princes wiſedome therein; 
bar incaſe of miſcarriage, to ſalve their Princes honour , they muſt 
fadly acknowledge the matter wholly their own, an Errour in their 
Counſels, and aCrime in themfelves ; ſo you, if by my Theory you 
proſper mn your pratick, maſt attribure all the honour of the whole 
worke to me ; & otherwiſe, you mult gratefully preſerve my repn- 
tation , by acknowledging your own misfortnne in miſtaking and 
miſating my dire&tions, and fo you (hall be fare to gain the Title 
and Character of a gratefull fervant in either event. And upon my 
ſcrietisproteſtation , that: T would faichfully and curiouſly obey Al 
- his Commands concerning his Mynerall direRions and deſigns, .his 
Lordſhip firſt adviſed me, not to follow the praRtice of our Prede- 
ceſſors in their tedious and expenſive wayes of ſinking Ayreſhaffes 
at every forty Fathomes in fearch of the uncertain Veyns, nor'to in 
mitate the Ancient Romanes bydeghing Mynes through deepe and 
open Trenches; bur to obſerve his a1ireftions by cutting my Addits 
into the Mountains at the loweſt Levell of all drowned and deſerted 
works, and by ſupplying the defeR of the Ayre in tmy far led Addits 


by Pipe and Bellowes; being an Invention utterly unknown to for- 
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mzr Ages: And for my firſt experience, to begin with thoſe five 
Mountains in Cardiganſhire,upon a view thereof by Sir Fxancis 

GoDOL”HIN., and a Portugues ( men of great experience in. 
Mynzs ) reported by them to be rich ia Silver and Lead, Bat if I 
ſhould by my praftick parc faile in my deeper ſearch cicher for want 
of convenient Ayre, or a {ufficient Veyn of Ore', his Lordſhip com- 

maaded mz co-purſuz his- direRions in that particular no farther ; 
yet it my happy ſucceſle ſhould prove his Theory true in this, as al- 
ſo in the ſeverall wayes of ſperating the Metcle from the Drofle, 
and che Silver from the Lead,thar then, I ſhould not faile co illuſtrate 
the innocent Trade of the poor Mynes, by making his Lordihip che 
Patron of their profe(ſion,and my {elf one of their ſociety,according 
to the many obligations of his Lordſhips forementioned favours, 
hereby performing the duty of a faithfull ſervant therein: And for 
my further diſcoveries of the Treaſures of other Mouatains , which 
have the ſame Symptoms of Rakes, Veyns,and Sparres,his Lordſhip 
conceived it moſt neceflary for me, to dedicate the whole profit, 
which Gods providence ſhould reveale in the one to the finding out 
of the Riches of che other ; and as firſt help-in this work he coun- 
ſels m2 to petition my Soveraign : That for the agrandizing his 
Royal Clemency and Magnificence , he would gratiouſly grant life 
to ſuch as had offended in petty Felonies, and were willing to expi- 
ate their crimes by their diligent and dayly labours in his Mijeſties 
Mynes, and if poſſible to ebtain a Branch of his Majeſtics Miac co 
encourage all Forrain & Native Miners, with due & certain paymer, 
according to the preſident of other Princes , and not force them to 
take baſe Commodities at high rates for their painfull ſervice, a 
h#h been inforced by ſome former undertakers, which I fearc hath 
entayled a Curſe upan their fraudulent policies. Buc above all, 
that I ſhould take a ſpeciall care conſcienciouſly to ele ſuch honeſt 
Azents for the carrying on this innocently profitable work , whoſc 
vertuous atbitions ſhould aim? at nothing beyond the publike 
good of their Countrey , and 43, competent fallary for their modeſt 
maintenance : But theſe Embriohs proving aborrive by the ſudden 
fall and death of chat Lord in the Raign of King James, were che {ad 
mutives which perſwaded my peafive retiremets to my three years 
noſociable ſolitude in the deſolate ie called the Calfe of Man, where 
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(abforring the memoty of my deloiiceexorbitances) inobediencs 
- to my dead Lords Philoſophicall advic?: I reſolved to make a per- 
fe&exp*rrim-nt upon my (elfe for the obtaininga long and healthy 
- life, miſt nece(ſiry for ſuch a rep?ntance , as my former debanched- 
neſs required by a parcimoniqus diet of Hearbs, Oyle, Muſtard, and 
Honey, with water ſufficient, moſt like to thac of our long-liv'd 
Fathers hefore the floud (as was conceived by thac Lord, ) which I 
moſt ſtrily obſerved, as if obliged by a religious vow, till divine 
providence calling me to a more aftive life. I diſcovered and perfe- 
Red natures ingenious deſfignes upon my rock at Enfton in Oxtord- 
ſhire, by miking it ſuch an arrificiall delighefull Grocto,, . thar the 
fame of it invited thelato K. Chovls ton voluntary viſit. By which 
opportunity I not 'only* became known to his. Majefty , but alſo 
found an apt occaſion to diſcourſe the above mentioned Propoſals 
of the Lord' Ba c 0N to his owne attentive eare, who ſo well 
approved of my Engine upon that place, and his Lordſhips Minerall 
modell , that hee preſently promiſed mee the affiſtance of his Mine 
when I ſhould in thoſe mountains of Cardigan, find filver worth 
the Coyning ; and likewiſe the accommodation of my:own Lead ſo 
diſcovered, Cuſtome free for 21. yeers, as alſo my choiſe of renting 
the whole Cuſtome of that Commodity at the rate of the Farmers 
Books, calculated by the Account of 7. yeers Audir , whenſoever I 
ſhould procure to my ſelf the Aſſignment of Sir Hu Gr MiDD I 6 
TONS Leaſe of the Mines Royall in the County of Cardigan,to put 
the ſpeculations of my deare deceaſed Maſter into praftice. Theſe 
high = Sof the late King conferred on my ſelfe , in memory of 
that Lords eminent abilities , and this his admonition ( before the 
Earle of Dorſet) to me at York. That (if in the war then like to'en- 
ſue) I ſhould not proverecall, and '*&ive in his ſervice, and.cordiall in 
. the truſt repoſed in me by my quondem Lord , I ſhould/juſtly:merir 
the title and. reputation of a Knave ; which did then proveke mee 
forwards in my undertakings ; with a moſt zealous obſervation of 
my obliged fidelity to borh; till his M1jcfty-( at Cans n ).difnge- 
ged ime in the Hirſt, chat he might enbleme, 'as muchas io nim ay, 
to per oft the latter, by his grativus Leer of perwwofMor eatgns: 4 
der Lundy, at 'my own' charge fore andimain. aned; wioimnt in» 
Jury or violence to any, upon ſuch Arricics as M.gtz rake mr avy fe 
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|\nqaency, and reftore me to toy ettate,and the Grants of wy Mines, 
Miats, nd Cuſtomey, rather then: the forementioned deſign ſo well 
digeſted by my Honenrable Lord, for the generall good, ſhould bee 
made fruſtrate by my- incapacity to proſecuee it ; I being the only 
man-intimately made privy toall thoſe his Mincrall ſpeculations, 
and ſame other of his Philoſophicall Lycubratiens, not yet to bee 
promulged, untill my proficiency and ſacceffe in the Mines (hall en» 
able me thereunto : which makes mee now became an humble and 
cearneft Petitioner to this State , for their pious aſſiſtance in this 
hopefull work, for the good of this Common Wealth,and their own 
Honours : ſinceT have taken the Engagement, and given ſecurit 
For my fucure integrity, deſiring no greater riches or honour in this 
world, then to gratifie the late Civilities of thoſe my friends which 
gave me credit,and by my utmoſt induſtry to manifeſt the great debe 
- of tove and honout I ew to the worthy memary of that unparalleld 
Lord , by redeeming my fſelfe in the ſcrvice and opinion of my 
Country. For I proteſt, as in the preſence of God, thatif I could 
now command as much wealth as ever the Lidian Cr = s $us did 
poſſeſſe, I would gladly adventure it all in perforating the barren 
Menntains te diſceyer the vaſt Treaſures which lic hid in their 
Recky cntrayles, for the goed of this Common Wealth, and to leay 
to after Ages a Magnificent Monument in pious Memory of my 
moſt deſerving Maſter;by finiſhing his SA Lox oNSs houſe in all its 
dimenſions, and with all the accommoedatigns and endowments 
therof, according to his Lordſhips own Heroick Idea. And ta that 
end I humbly tender theſe my propoſalls. Fuſt,to advance the Mi- 
nerall Trade of this Common Wealth, to roool. per week, if the 
Parliament ſhall be pleaſed to ratifie to me the ſame Latitnde of Po- 
wer tocffe& it, which King JanxE 5s granted to the Lord Chancel- 
lor BacoN, and was fince canferred by King CKAxLEs on my 
ſelfe, for the encouragement of me and mine afliſtants in the work; * 
bar if any unſatisfied cencerned perſon (ball objeR again the tedi- 
ous Propeſition of a 14. yeers period before my Mountains maſt 
bring forth this vaſt birth, and then age poten expect but a ridi- 
calous ſilver Moaſe after this Timpany. of pramiſes- To beget; more 
candor in ſuch,and a better confidence in all,as a hopefull ſymprome 
of a lively Embrion, promiſing z larger off-ſpring, I ſhall m the in- 
terim 


terim give Marts to all ſach reſpontive perſons that (hall 5++ dih- 
dent of the ſucceſle, and aiſo duly pay all ſuch Rear as is now rec. 
ved by the State f:om the Farmers of the Mines and Cuſtumcs vi 
Lead ; and likewiſe engage my Life and Fortune, that the cleer fifth 
part ſhall be worth to this State 5ool. the weekt ; and in the ſame 

rocefſe of 14. yeers more, it ſhall be worth 10ool. the week. I 

aving many noble friends that will adventure their money gratis 
for r4- yeers, to manifeſt cheir love to their Country ; and to ſee the 
perfeRion of thoſe Experiments in the L. Ba cons Philoſophy, I 
having already by his direRion cut through five of the 28. Moun- 
tains at the loweſt Level , which his Lordſhip and Sir Fxanc1s 
GopoLiy nin, did mark out as the moſt pregnant Hills for diſco- 
vering the Beds, and ſpreading Branches of this Nations Minerall 
Treaſure ; ſo that no man of known judgement but muſt conclude 


the reſt to be of the ſame ſpecies, or of richer natures, in their deeps 
er ſearch both for quantity and quality: 
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